12            MAN'S PLACE IN THE UNIVKRr
men as Sir William Herschel, Sir John Hersclu-1, 3 Dr. Dick, Dr. Isaac Taylor, and M. Arago, ,-ilt! wholly founded on pure speculation, and there \vu* could be called evidence on one side or the other.
This was the state of public opinion when an niiti appeared (in 1853) under the somewhat misleading. Plurality of Worlds: An Essay.    This was wriUt* stated, by Dr. Whewell, who, for the first time, vrnt 5 the generally accepted theory, and showed that all t J our command led to the .conclusion that some of Hu* certainly not habitable, that others were probabltf u« none was there that close correspondence with Irr**' tions which seemed essential for their habitability 1« animals or by man.    The book was ably writ I m considerable knowledge of the science of the time, b*; diffuse, and the larger part of it was devoted to sh<*' views were not in any way opposed to religion.    () * arguments was founded on the proposition 1.1 wt Orbit is the Temperate Zone of the Solar System, 11 * is it possible to have those moderate variations of !M dryness and moisture, which are suitable for unit*! suggested that the outer planets of the system cou» of water, gases, and vapour, as indicated by tl» ir gravity, and were therefore quite unsuitable for ti-y while those near the sun were equally unsuitecl, !»«• to the great amount of solar heat water could not ** surfaces.    He devotes a great deal of space to th»- * there is no animal life on the moon, and taking thi» t\